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GRisafi aND DiLsE fEatURED spEaKERs at 
NovEMbER EvENt

The 2016 Crop Outlook & International 
Durum Forum will feature two 
nationally-known keynote speakers, 
Tommy Grisafi and Katie Dilse. The 
event will be held on Nov. 14-15 at the 
Holiday Inn Riverside in Minot, N.D. and 
is hosted by the N.D. Wheat Commission 
and USDGA. 

Tommy Grisafi, commodity risk 
management advisor at Advance Trading 
and president and CEO of Indiana Grain 
Company, will kick off the event during 
the banquet on the evening of Nov. 
14. Katie Dilse, USDGA member and 
nationally-known keynote speaker from 
Slope County, will conclude the event 
during the luncheon on Nov. 15. 

Tommy Grisafi developed interest in 
managing risk in 1990 when attending 
a high school field trip to the Chicago 
Board of Trade. Tommy became a 
recognized member of the CBOT and 
CME group on his 21st birthday and 
has maintained this status for 24 years. 
In addition to his position as an ag risk 
management consultant and independent 
trader, he also operates “Ag Squawk,” 
a weekly roundtable discussion among ag industry 
leaders, and enjoys public speaking at farm meetings 
and events. Tommy has also appeared on U.S. Farm 

Report a number of times to discuss the 
trader’s perspective in the commodities 
markets. 

Katie Dilse is a business owner, 
wife, mother of four boys, farmer 
and big rig driver. Identified as one 
of the top 40 under 40 business 
leaders in the midwest, Business 
Watch magazine recognized Katie for 
professional development, community 
contributions and her influential 
voice. The Federal Reserve Bank of 
Minneapolis relied on her reports 
to advise their agriculture decision 
makers and The Great American 
Wheat Harvest captured this North 
Dakota farm girl in its award winning 
documentary. Katie was a guest at the 
National Ag Day in Washinton, D.C. 
and a finalist for Farm and Ranch 
Guide Country Woman of the Year. 
Katie loves tractors and work books, 
but loves the red carpet and high 
heels too. She understands the grinds 
of agriculture production and the 
breakdowns along the way.

To view the complete agenda, register 
or find information on reserving a hotel room, visit the 
USDGA website at www.durumgrowers.com. We look 
forward to seeing you in November!

Katie Dilse

Tommy Grisafi
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pREsiDENt’s REpoRt
Greetings from U.S. Durum 
Growers Association!
 
It has proven to be another 
challenging year for durum 
producers. A dry year in 
southwest North Dakota 
with below average yields, 
but generally good quality, 

and a wet year in northern North Dakota with good yields 
and significant quality problems. Montana is reporting a 
mix of the above.
 
Vomitoxin readings of up to 17 ppm have been reported 
in the north and northwest. This is a fairly widespread 
problem. What is more troublesome is the fact that 
vomitoxin tests are very inconsistent with a variation of 
up to seven points on the same sample. Checking samples 
with several different buyers before marketing any 
durum will be a good practice this year. It has also been 
reported the vomitoxin level in durum can be decreased 
significantly by cleaning it multiple times.
 
At this point, we don’t know how much of an issue the 
HVAC (hard vitreous amber color) grading is going 
to be in the 2016 crop, but it seems progress has been 
made with the consistency in grading. USDGA and the 
N.D. Wheat Commission (NDWC) have been working 
with the Federal Grain Inspection Service (FGIS) to 
ensure alignment of durum wheat grading between 
North Dakota’s official agencies and FGIS. All USDGA 
members have recently received information pertaining 

to the vomitoxin and hard vitreous kernel grading 
programs. Results of both programs will be discussed 
during the Crop Outlook & International Durum Forum 
in November. If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact the staff, myself or any board member.
 
We hope these grading issues can be resolved or greatly 
improved in the near future. To date, the grading of 
HVAC is still a visual subjective test. FGIS is currently 
testing a machine, but this is a long process, and it will be 
some time before a machine would be approved for use. 
With improved technology, increased consistency and 
more accurate grading should be achieved.
 
Several years ago, durum was $13 a bushel, now it is 
about $6 a bushel. We need to do all we can to produce 
good quality durum and have it graded fairly to achieve 
the best possible price.
 
USDGA and NDWC are planning an exciting and 
informative 2016 Crop Outlook & International Durum 
Forum. Hope to see you Nov. 14-15 in Minot, N.D.

Russell Doe
President
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UsDGa WoRKs With fGis oN GRaDiNG pRoGRaMs 
USDGA has heard concerns from durum producers in recent years regarding consistency of grading for hard vitreous 
kernel and vomitoxin (DON). A recent USDGA survey indicates a majority of durum inspection is performed by 
unofficial sources. However, for the durum officially inspected, USDGA and the N.D. Wheat Commission (NDWC) are 
working with the Federal Grain Inspection Service (FGIS) to ensure producer confidence in the official inspection system.
 
Hard Vitreous Kernel
Working with USDGA and NDWC, FGIS has developed a first-ever Hard Vitreous kernel of Amber Color (HVAC) 
alignment program, which will analyze samples collected in-house from the FGIS inspection process and from farmers 
who specifically request a FGIS inspection when delivering to an elevator. Farmer-submitted grain samples provide 
farmers the opportunity to flag specific samples for the alignment program.
 
The farmer participates by performing two steps:

1. Arranging for a North Dakota official agencies (OA) to receive the sample for grading (see "North Dakota
    Official Agencies” below), and
2. Informing the USDA a sample has been sent to a North Dakota OA for alignment testing. This is done by
    sending a prompt email to FGISforDurumGrowers@usda.gov.

 
Messages to this email address will be treated anonymously and can be used for any other concerns or questions. The 
farmer is responsible for shipping costs and official agency inspection fees for this component of the program. Any 
sample inspected by an official agency may be eligible for a federal appeal, at the farmers’ expense.
 
The following information must be included in the email request:

• Date sample was sent to the North Dakota OA                 • Grower name and phone number
• North Dakota OA name                    • Elevator name
• Sample identification information

FGIS North Dakota Official Agencies (OAs)
North Dakota Grain Inspection Service, Inc.
2601 N. University Dr., Fargo, N.D. 58102-1303
701-293-7420
ndgi@graininspection.com
Minot Grain Inspection, Inc.
P.O. Drawer B, Minot, N.D. 58702-0210
1804 Valley Street, Minot, N.D. 58701-6076
701-838-1734
motgrins@srt.com

 
Vomitoxin (DON)
FGIS has had a DON monitoring program in place for the past 18 months. Weekly and annual reports showing the 
comparison of the results obtained from the original inspection to those obtained by the reference method are provided 
to the testing locations. Results for all service points are combined into an annual report that looks at system-wide 
performance, as well as where improvements can potentially be made. The next annual report is expected October 2016. 
 
Updates on both programs will be provided by FGIS officials during the 2016 Crop Outlook & International Durum 
Forum on Nov. 14-15 in Minot, N.D.  If you have questions on either of the programs, feel free to contact USDGA at 
office@durumgrowers.com or 701-214-3203 or NDWC at ndwheat@ndwheat.com or 701-328-5111.
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Grain Inspection, Inc.
P.O. Box 1652, Jamestown, N.D. 58402-1652
314 2nd Street, N.W., Jamestown, N.D. 58401-3119
701-252-1290
grain@csicable.net
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The 2016 Crop Outlook & International Durum Forum will be held Nov. 14-15 at the Holiday Inn 
Riverside in Minot, N.D. The event is hosted by the N.D. Wheat Commission and USDGA and is free to all 
producers, but advanced registration is requested.

CRop oUtLooK & iNtERNatioNaL DURUM foRUM

aGENDa
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Monday, Nov. 14
5:30 p.m. Social
 (sponsored by Treehouse Private
 Brands)
6:00 p.m. Banquet
6:30 p.m. Keynote: The Rest of the Story  
 (sponsored by JGL Grain)
 • Tommy Grisafi, President and CEO,
    Indiana Grain Company, and
    Commodity Risk Management
    Advisor, Advance Trading
7:00 p.m. USDGA Awards and Scholarship
 Recognition

Tuesday, Nov. 15
7:30 a.m. Registration/Continental Breakfast* 
8:00 a.m. Welcome
 • David Clough, Chairman, NDWC
 • Russell Doe, President, USDGA 
8:15 a.m. 2016 Hard Red Spring Wheat &
 Durum Crop Overviews
 • Erica Olson, Marketing Specialist,
    NDWC
8:45 a.m. What Did We Learn in 2016? 
 • Dr. Andrew Friskop, Extension Plant
    Pathologist, NDSU
 • Dr. Paul Schwarz, Food Safety
    Program Director, NDSU  
9:30 a.m. National Pasta Trends
 (sponsored by National Pasta
 Association)
 • Carol Freysinger, Executive
    Director, National Pasta Association
10:00 a.m. Break*
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U.S. Durum
Growers AssociationCRop oUtLooK & iNtERNatioNaL DURUM foRUM

thaNK yoU 
2016 spoNsoRs!

PA TAPA TANATIONAL

ASS        TIONOCIA

AGT
F O O D S

RAY FARMERS UNION ELEVATOR

*Breakfast and break sponsored by AGT Foods, 
CHS SunPrairie, Farm Credit Services,

New Century Ag, Ray Farmers Union Elevator, 
Scranton Equity Exchange, United Agronomy

10:30 a.m. Panel: Current and Future Durum
 Policy
 (sponsored by Birdsall Grain and Seed)
 Moderator: Neal Fisher, Administrator,
 NDWC
 • Aaron Krauter, Executive Director,
    ND Farm Service Agency
 • Gordon Stoner, Chairman, National
    Association of Wheat Growers
 • Dalton Henry, Policy Director,
    US Wheat Associates 
11:45 a.m. Durum Grading Issues 
 • Russell Doe, President, USDGA 
 • Brian Adam, Chairman, USDA
    Federal Grain Inspection Service
    Board of Appeals and Review
12:15 p.m. Luncheon
 (sponsored by Mayco Export)
12:45 p.m. Keynote: Life is a Highway...Roll on!
 (sponsored by Bayer Crop Science,
 Dakota Growers Pasta, Plaza Makoti
 Elevator)
 • Katie Dilse, USDGA Member and
    Nationally-Known Speaker from
    Slope County
1:30 p.m. USDGA Annual Meeting

To register, visit www.durumgrowers.com and click 
on the ‘Register Now’ button or call 701-214-3203.

Registration closes Nov. 9.
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The Northern Crops Institute (NCI) recently had a sampling of bison pasta, 
which was created by NCI to assist in the promotion of durum. De Mari 
Dies created and generously donated a die (right) made with the official 
logo of the NDSU athletic department's mascot Bison head. In cooperation 
with NDSU food service, this one-of-a-kind pasta was served to NCI and 
USDGA staff and NDSU administration.

bisoN pasta passEs tastE tEst

State and federal policy agendas are currently being developed for USDGA. This comes as discussions begin 
regarding the 2018 Farm Bill and 2017 North Dakota Legislative Session. If there are issues you would like the 
Board of Directors and Policy Committee to be aware of at the state or federal level, contact USDGA at office@
durumgrowers.com or 701-214-3203.

poLiCy aGENDa bEiNG DEvELopED
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sChoLaRships avaiLabLE 

October is National Pasta Month and 
Pasta Lovers’ Week is October 23-29. 
Pasta is a healthy, simple, quick and 
inexpensive meal option for busy families. 
North Dakota leads the nation in durum 
production, growing roughly 60 percent 
of the nation’s supply.

Pasta is traditionally made from durum 
wheat, and that durum finds its way to 
plates of consumers around the country 
and the world. Pasta, being very low in calories, is a 
complex carbohydrate placing low on the glycemic 
index. “One-fourth of the adult plate should contain 
grains and sixty-five percent of those calories should 
come from carbohydrates,” says Erica Olson, N.D. 
Wheat Commission (NDWC) marketing specialist. 
“Pasta also contains about 25 percent of your daily 
fiber intake, making it a great and healthy meal for 
families.”

North Dakota produces about 45 million bushels of 
durum each year, which equates to 60 percent of the 
national total. Durum from the state is sold to mills 
across the U.S. and throughout the world. The largest 

affiliation with the 
durum industry.  

The two scholarship 
recipients will be 
recognized on Nov. 
14 during the evening 
banquet of the 2016 
Crop Outlook & 
International Durum 
Forum hosted by 
the N.D. Wheat 
Commission and 
USDGA in Minot, N.D.

Questions regarding the scholarship can be directed to 
Cindy at 701-214-3203 or office@durumgrowers.com.

Applications are now being accepted for one $1,000 
Monroe Scheflo scholarship and one $1,000 USDGA 
scholarship. The application is available at www.
durumgrowers.com and the submission deadline is 
Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016.

Monroe Scheflo Scholarship
To qualify, an applicant must be from North Dakota 
and be a fulltime college student pursuing a degree 
in agriculture. The scholarship fund is in memory 
of Monroe Scheflo, who served as the USDGA 
president from 1982-1984.

USDGA Scholarship
To qualify, an applicant must be from a durum-
producing state, be a fulltime college student 
pursuing a degree in agriculture, and have an 

importer of durum is Italy, followed 
by Algeria, Nigeria and Venezuela, as 
well as 20 other countries. “The N.D. 
Wheat Commission works to sustain and 
expand use of wheat grown by North 
Dakota farmers by creating worldwide 
market opportunities through efforts 
including opening and maintaining 
overseas markets, reinforcing 
consumption of grain foods, developing 
new wheat varieties and influencing 

international import and export policies,” says Olson.

There are two locations in the state that manufacture 
pasta – Minot Milling, a division of Philadelphia 
Macaroni, located in Minot, N.D., and Dakota 
Growers Pasta Company, a subsidiary of Post 
Holdings, located in Carrington, N.D.

This October enjoy your favorite pasta dish 
while knowing you are making a nutritious food 
choice. Throughout the month, listen to your local 
radio station and read your local newspaper for 
opportunities to win pasta prize packages courtesy of 
NDWC.
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CELEbRatE NatioNaL pasta MoNth DURiNG oCtobER
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NoRth DaKota WhEat
CoMMissioN REpREsENtativE

DUSTIN JOHNSRUD – Epping, N.D.

RUSSELL DOE
Reeder, N.D. – President

MARK MARTINSON
Rolette, N.D. – 1st Vice President

RYAN DAVIDSON
Tioga, N.D. – 2nd Vice President

SHAWN MURPHY
Carpio, N.D. – Secretary/Treasurer

ExECUtivE boaRD

DEANA WIESE
Bismarck, N.D. – Executive Director

CINDY SOLBERG
Bismarck, N.D. – Assistant Executive Director 

staff

DiRECtoRs
KEITH DEUTSCH

Plaza, N.D.
JORDON HAWBAKER

Portal, N.D.
BLAKE INMAN
Berthold, N.D. 
LANNY JONES
Joplin, Mont. 

ARVIN LARSON
Williston, N.D. 
JAKE NELSON

New Town, N.D. 
ART SCHILKE
Crosby, N.D.

TRACY SCHUMACHER
Scranton, N.D.
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